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There was once a man who was dissatisfied

with almost every part of his life,




so he set off to find his fortune.
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He hadn’t travelled far before he saw a fish bobbing about in a river.
‘Where are you going?’ asked the fish.

The traveller told her that he was in search of a wise man.

‘Then please,’ said the fish, ‘when you find him, ask him why I can’t

dive as well as [ used to.’

Promising to pass the question on, the traveller continued on his way.




his eyelids drooping and his shoulders sag'g'i' ;

so he decided to stop and rest under a_tx_‘é_






“Then please,’ said the creaking tree,

‘ask the wise man why I
4

cannot grow taller.’




Promising to pass the question on, the traveller went on his way,

plodding on and on, until a skinny grey wolf blocked his path.







‘Where are you going?’ asked the skinny grey wolf.

The traveller explained that he was going to see a wise man.
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Promising to pass the question on,

the traveller went on his way.

He hadn’t travelled much further before

he arrived at the door-of a wise man.
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also, I have three questions from others whom

.

- T ——

I met on"my j ourney.’

He passed on to the wise man the questions from the

fish‘,n'ihe tree, and the skinny grey wolf.
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.- The wise man gave the traveller advice for each of the three
i supplicants. g ke
( | ks r*’ ks
He said: ‘Now go home. On your way you will encoupjﬁﬁt;“?%vtﬁé.-', g
! opportunities you need to find what you wish for and d ese ; :
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So the traveller set off back towards his own land.

He hadn’t gone far before he saw the fish and told

her, “The wise man says you have something stuck

in your gill. Once it is removed you will be able to
dive again.’ ' ) v










Delighted, the fish swam to the bank. The traveller removed the obstruction from her gill,

and they saw that it was in fact a huge diamond.

W e |

.;- n r‘f:-“ s nv
'% '%}: |

0 \. ':x_'__ 1\ '%‘

»



“Take it!” said the fish, ‘as a reward for your kindness.’




‘Diamonds are just a nuisance,’ said the traveller.

‘It’s a well-known fact that most of them are cursed.’

He threw the precious gem into the water and continued

his journey.




Before long, he reached the creaking tree and declared,

“The wise man says that there is something blocking your

roots. We just need to dig it up and you will grow once again.’






Delighted, the tree moved aside its roots. The traveller removed the

obstruction, and they saw that it was in fact a huge pot of gold coins.

“Take it!” said the tree, "as a reward for your kindness.’










‘How do I know that these are real gold?’ said the traveller,

casting the coins aside.

He continued on his way, by now anxious to find his

fortune as the wise man had told him he would.




Very soon, the skinny grey wolf was blocking his path.

‘What did the wise man tell you about me?’ asked the
skinny grey wolf.

“That you are too thin because you don’t seize every

opportunity to eat,” said the traveller.







‘Well, I'll not make that mistake again,’

said the skinny grey wolf,







It just goes to show that even a wise man cannot help someone who refuses to see the

opportunities that are there for him.
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